
october 4-6
birmingham, al
southernautocon.com

A A M AP R E S E N T E D  B Y

The Southern Automotive Conference brings together 
more than 1,000 influential industry leaders from 
across the United States and internationally. So 
we’ve created an unforgettable lineup of speakers, 
networking events, food, drink and music for an 
ultimate experience in Birmingham this fall. 

location: BJCC Exhibition Hall •  1962 9th Ave N •  Birmingham AL
 

A Celebration 10 Years in the Making!
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A G E N D A 
Wednesday, Oct. 4
5:30	 Diamond Celebration (invitation only)
8:30	 Get Down in Uptown

Thursday, Oct. 5
7:00 	 Networking Breakfast 
8:00  “Driving Progress” Opening Session
8:30	 Keynote Speaker: Tom Lake
9:00 	 Presenting Sponsor Presentation by 
	 Southern States Automotive 		
	 Contractors Association
9:10 	 Industry 4.0 Panel
10:10 	 Networking Break
10:30	 IZ: SPOTLIGHT DEMO 1
10:30 	Breakout Sessions:
	 The Road Ahead
	 Cash from Trash
	 Empowering Productivity
	 Cyber Security
11:00:	 IZ: SPOTLIGHT DEMO 2
11:30 	 Networking Break
12:00 	Stars of Southern Manufacturing 		
	 Luncheon
1:15	 2017 OEM Panel: Delivering on 		
	 Tomorrow
2:30 	 Networking Break
2:30 	 Breakout Sessions: 
	 The Millennial Mindset
	 Leading-Edge Learning
	 Success Southern-Style
	 Smart Factory Panel
3:00 	 IZ: SPOTLIGHT DEMO 3 
3:30 	 IZ: SPOTLIGHT DEMO 4 
4:00 	 Keynote Speaker: Jay Timmons & Billy 		
	 Canary
4:30 	 Networking Break
6:00 	 Barber Bash

Friday, Oct. 6
7:30 	 Networking Breakfast
8:00 	 IZ: SPOTLIGHT DEMO 5 
8:30 	 Keynote Speakers: Mitch Bainwol,
	 Transportation Secretary Elaine Chao*, 	
	 Governor Kay Ivey and others
10:00	 Pitch Competition
12:00 	Conference Adjourns

Programming and schedule subject to change.
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The Road Ahead
Automotive Emerging Technologies

Cash from Trash
Zero Landfill Strategies with Entrepreneurship

Empowering Productivity
The Project Life Cycle and Your Bottom Line, Industry Best Practices

Cyber Security
Implementing Best Practices & Avoiding Common Pitfalls 

The Millennial Mindset
Embracing Future Workforce Leaders Panel

Leading-Edge Learning
Leadership Development for First-Time Supervisors & Beyond with ROI

Success Southern-Style
Reasons to Locate Your Business in the Southern Region Panel

Smart Factory Panel

INDUSTRY INSIGHTS bREAKOUT SESSIONS

Hear from industry thought-leaders and the largest lineup of OEM 
executives across the Southeast. Be a part of the conversation on 

OEM needs and the suppliers of the future.

0 e m  p a n e l

The doers and the givers in the automotive industry will 
be recognized during the Stars of Southern Manufacturing 

Awards Luncheon. A crowd favorite; expanded for 2017.

stars of southern manufacturing 
awards luncheon

We’re excited about 
the all-new Innovation 
Zone, a curated group 
of companies offering 
disruptive technology that’s 
changing our industry.

i n n o v a t i o n  z o n e

New international pavilion

s o m e  o f  o u r  f e a t u r e d  s p e a k e r s

*tentative

i n d u s t r y  4 . 0  p a n e l
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL DELEGATIONS



Wed., Oct. 4, Regions Field Ballroom 5:30 - 8:30 PM
Networking Opportunity for sponsors, exhibitors and the joint board with the 

PURCHASING REPRESENTATIVES FROM OEMS AND TIER 1 SUPPLIERS
SOUTHERN AUTOMOTIVE WOMEN’S FORUM “DESSERT AFFAIR” 

LOCAL BBQ & CRAFT BREWS – MUSCLE SHOALS MUSIC
Invitation Only

D I A M O N D  C E L E B R AT I O N G E T  D O W N  I N  U P T O W N

WED., OCT. 4, THE SOUTHERN KITCHEN & BAR 8:30 - 10:30 PM
Kick back and connect over a cold beer or glass of wine in the booming new Uptown 
district. We’ll have a live band, appetizers and beautiful scenery inside and out on the 

rooftop bar. Everyone who’s anyone will be there!

B A R B E R  B A S H

Thurs., Oct. 5, 6 - 8 PM
Join us at the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum for a night of networking among 
the world’s largest collection of classic motorcycles from 20 different countries and 
more than 200 separate manufacturers. A flavorful mix of heavy hors d’oeuvres and 

beer and wine will be served along with the soulful sounds of Muscle Shoals.

Fri., Oct. 6, BJCC East Exhibit Hall 8:30 - 9:30 AM
Ready. Set. Connect! affords our exhibitors networking opportunities with conference 
attendees of their choice. If you’re READY for new business, SET appointments and 

CONNECT over breakfast Friday morning.

r e a d y.  s e t.  c o n n e c t !

 
There are numerous opportunities to network with business prospects 

and friends during our extravagant evening events.

We haven’t forgotten that we 
want to have fun during the SAC.  
Savor our Southern food, enjoy 
world-famous Alabama music, 
and make sure you are on hand 

at all our events to win prizes 
from our sponsors.

F o o d  a n d  F u n  i n  s w e e t  h o m e  a l a b a m a

n e t w o r k  a n d  c o n n e c t



southernautocon.com
R e g i s t e r ,  E x h i b i t  a n d  S p o n s o r  o n l i n e  t o d ay

J O I N  T H E  L I S T  O F  I N D U S T R Y- L E A D I N G  S P O N S O R S

With new and improved networking opportunities, best-in-class speakers, an all-new 
Innovation Zone, and unbeatable breakout sessions on leadership, entrepreneurship and new 

technology, this year’s event will be the must-attend automotive conference of the year.

R i g h t  n o w,  t h e  o n ly  t h i n g  m i s s i n g  i s  Y O U ! 

THE PREMIER AUTOMOTIVE 
EVENT OF THE SOUTH


